Book reviews
Hodgkin's Disease and the Lymphomas C R Taylor. Annual Research Reviews series editor D F Horrobin pp 254 $25 Eden Press/Lunesdale House 1977 The Eden Press Annual Research Reviews are intended to provide a detailed review of all the work published in one year on a particular topic, to set this in the context of previous work and to provide a complete, and as up to date as possible, bibliography on that subject. Dr Taylor fulfils these aims admirably in this little volume. The inclusion of I 136 references provides some indication of its scope.
The book is divided into twenty-nine chapters, covering various aspects of this fascinating group of diseases. Each chapter is packed with factual statements, supported by relevant references. A wide range of conditions closely related to the malignant lymphomas are covered, including certain aspects of the lymphocytic leukaemias, immunoblastic lymphadenopathy, infectious mononucleosis and thymic disorders.
The author is a haematopathologist of repute and it is therefore natural that the emphasis of the book should be upon the enormous amount of recent work related to the recognition and diagnosis of particular diseases. Aspects such as T and B cells, lymphocyte surface markers and transformation, the demonstration ofcytoplasmic immunoglobulins and the use of the electron microscope and cytochemistry occupy the first third of the book. Chapters on the development and function of the lymphoid system and immunoglobulin production then lead logically to myelomatosis.
Recent advances in the understanding and management of Hodgkin's disease are dealt with in only twelve pages but the material which has been reviewed is well chosen and stimulating. Valuable information is provided on aetiology, structural appearances and immunology, circulating cells, the eosinophil, granuloma formation, complications and associated diseases. Two pages on the Reed-Sternberg cell convince the reader that the origin of the fascinating entity remains as doubtful today as it was when described by Reed in 1902. The classification of the non-Hodgkin's lymphomas remains controversial and unsatisfactory and it is very likely that of the classifications referred to only that of Kay will be acceptable in a few years' time.
The book concludes with an excellent chapter covering changing concepts in the lymphomas. Although unashamedly speculative, the views of the author in this section are particular interesting and stimulating and are based upon welldocumented evidence.
To all those working in the field this book will be of the greatest use. To the busy clinician it will be a godsend, providing an easily available source of information on an enormous amount of research work. Dr Taylor is to be congratulated on producing such a valuable work. The regular annual volume which is promised in the publisher's introduction will be eagerly awaited.
AM JELLlFFE

Deputy Director Meyerstein Institute of Radiotherapy & Oncology, The Middlesex Hospital
The Cerebral Vessel Wall. J Cervos-Navarro, E Betz et al. (eds) pp 288 $30 Raven 1976 This book is a well produced collection of papers given at the second Berlin symposium devoted to the pathology of cerebral microcirculation. The specialized nature of this work is evident from the title of the book but although its immediate appeal will be confined to pathologists, physiologists and anatomists interested in the cerebral circulation some of the findings of this distinguished scientific gathering should interest neurologists and neurosurgeons.
The book is divided into four sections, the first deals with development, anatomy and pathology of the cerebral vessels. This part has beautiful illustrations of scanning electron microscopy which seem to confirm the multifactorial pathogenesis of atheroma, comprising intimal damage, lipid accumulation in the vessel waJl and failure of its removal.
The second part of the book describes animal experimental work in which the varying responses of the vessels to differing stimuli are recorded together with their effect on cerebral blood flow and on cerebral vascular resistance. In particular the effects of adenosine, serotonin, phentolamine and the prostaglandins may have clinical significance.
In the third part adrenergic and cholinergic innovation of cerebral arterioles is accepted as
